
One Company;one pension;one provident fund;Equal  Pay 

& Allowance: 

          While we oppose the unilateral merger of BSNL and MTNL without 

consulting the unions and addressing the staff related issues we feel there is no 

need for two telecom companies that too in Public sector in our country. Hence we 

share some of our ideas on the question of merger which may be discussed with 

Govt of India whenever discussion on the subject is held. 

1. All Executives/ Employees of the company after the proposed merger must 

have one pension system and provident fund arrangement. Although very 

recently the Group of Ministers has agreed to the payment of Govt pension 

to MTNL Employees/ Executives as in the case of BSNL, The employees 

recruited in BSNL on or after 01/10/2000 are not paid Govt pension and not 

extended   the GPF system. This discrimination has to go if the merger is to 

take place. 

2.  The pay and allowances of MTNL employees are at present higher than 

those of BSNL employees. This discrimination must also be removed before 

the proposed merger. 

3.  Care must be taken to purchase back the shares that were disinvested in 

MTNL before the proposed merger. It must be ensured the proposed 

company after the merger a 100% Govt of India company and a unlisted 

company. 

4.  Since both BSNL and MTNL are continuously running on loss a special 

economic relief package for five to 10 years by the Govt of India must be 

announced before the proposed merger. 

5.  All these issues have to be negotiated seriously with the Govt of India 

before accepting the proposal for merger. 

        If the Govt does not address our grievances and try to unilaterally 

impose its decision of merger then the leadership of FORUM must give a 

strike call of course with help of MTNL Unions also. Merely opposing 

certain things without proposing the alternatives will not help the Unions/ 

Employees in the long run. This is the considered opinion of Chennai 

telephones circle union. We hope the FORUM leaders will take note of it. 
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